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CoC member deemed hero in Texas shooting
BISON STAFF
Church of Christ member Stephen Willeford, husband of alumna Pam Willeford,
pursued and shot Devin Patrick Kelley, the
man who opened fire in the First Baptist
Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, on
Sunday, Nov. 5, killing 26 and injuring at
least 20.
Harding alumnus Joshua Cole Little,
anchor for KHBS News in North Little
Rock, is a family friend of the Willefords.
“It’s a tragedy, and it’s something I don’t
wish on anyone,” Little said. “It’s hard for
those people to talk about. It’s hard even
as a journalist to go cover something like
that, and as a Christian to have to cover
something like that and know that people
were being attacked — all you can do is
pray.”
Little said he called the Willeford family

immediately after receiving a news alert
about the shooting. He grew up in San Antonio and attended church with the family
as well as participated in a youth shooting
league with the Willefords’ children.
“I grew up with the Willeford family, and
I grew up in San Antonio. This community
is part of the San Antonio community,”
Little said. “It’s just hard knowing that
my city and my region was hit like this.
For me, I don’t care who he attacked. He
attacked my people.”
Stephen Willeford, who lives near the
First Baptist Church, was at home with his
daughter, who came to his room saying she
heard gunshots and saw a man in black gear
shooting the church, according to KHBS.
Stephen Willeford left his home barefoot
with his personal firearm and exchanged
gunfire with Kelley. After Kelley got into
his vehicle and drove away, Stephen Wille-

ford approached a truck at a stop sign and
asked the driver for a ride. The two chased
Kelley until he crashed into a street sign,
Willeford told KHBS.
Kelley was found by law enforcement
with shots in the torso and leg, and a
self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head,
according to CNN.
Freeman Martin of the Texas Department
of Public Safety said Kelley’s mother-inlaw had previously attended services at the
church, but was not there during Sunday’s
attack, according to USA Today.
Martin said Kelley had sent threatening
text messages to his mother-in-law; he
noted that there was “a domestic situation
going on within this family.”
Kelley was court-martialed in 2012
for assaulting his spouse and their child,
receiving a bad conduct discharge from the
Air Force and 12 months of confinement,

Air Force officials said.
This shooting is considered the worst in
Texas and, alongside the Las Vegas shooting
in October, is among the five deadliest mass
shootings in modern U.S. history, removing
the 1998 Columbine massacre from the top
10 deadliest single-day mass shootings in
the country, according to CNN.
According to a USA Today study, 2017
has been the deadliest year for shootings
since at least 2006.
“I think it’s amazing that God placed
him there at that moment to be able to do
what he could, and I know in my interview
with him he said he wishes he would have
known something sooner so he could have
prevented more people from dying,” Little
said. “He’s trying to use his story to show
Christ, really, to as many people as he can,
and I think that is something that more
people should be able to emulate.”

Faculty and students bring TEDx event to campus
KENDALL CARWILE
student writer

Harding will host its first independently
organized TEDx event on Tuesday, Nov.
14. The event will feature seven speakers,
including B. Chris Simpson, Manna CEO
Mark Moore, investigative reporter Jerry
Mitchell, Dean of the College of Bible and
Ministry, Dr. Monte Cox and senior public
relations major Raneisha Stassin. The overall
theme is “Vison for the Vulnerable.”
Dean of the Honors College Mike James
wanted Harding to host a TED Talk event
after assigning a similar project for students
in his Honors 205 class.
“At the end of the term, I wanted students to present their ideas in a TED Talk
fashion,” James said. “They were going to
be individuals talking for 18 minutes or
less. Then it spurred my thinking, why not
a TEDxHarding?”
After completing the application process
in February and forming a committee in
April, the event was planned for November.
James then began the process of selecting
speakers.
“We want (the TEDx Talks) to be the
Harding community, so we want the speakers to be either Harding students, faculty
or alumni, or in the Harding community,”
James said.
President of the American Studies Institute
senior Brittany Smyser had the opportunity
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to volunteer with the event organizers, and
emphasized her excitement.
“I believe this will be a great event for
Harding. My hope is that it will be eye-opening and that it will encourage students to
think outside the box,” Smyser said. “TED
Talks are all about novel ideas, and I think
this event will inspire attendees to continuously look for opportunities to expand their
knowledge and worldview.”
English professor and committee member
Dr. Heath Carpenter is excited about what
this event is going to bring to Harding.
“I personally love (TED Talks), they
are such an easily assessable wisdom on a
broad scale,” Carpenter said. “They feature
so many different topics from some of the
world’s greatest thinkers. I think we do a
good job of this, but this is going to be
even better for us to be able to have these
interesting, out-of-the-box, in-depth public
conversations.”
Both James and Carpenter are excited
about the scheduled speakers.
“Anytime I’m involved with something,
I always ask the question, ‘Would I want
to go to this?’ and I want to go,” Carpenter
said. “I want to hear Jerry Mitchell, Mark
Moore, Raneisha Stassin. I want to hear
what these people have to say.”
According to James, the speakers will
represent a number of backgrounds and
perspectives.
“We wanted equal representation,” James

MACY PATE | The Bison

Harding will host its first TEDxHardingU event on Tuesday, Nov. 14 in the
Reynolds Recital Hall. The event will feature seven speakers, inlcuding
alumni and one student.
said. “We wanted male and female, young
and old — we wanted a lot of demographics.”
Smyser echoed James’ statements, mentioning that she looks forward to the array
of ideas the scheduled speakers will bring
to the event.
“I’m looking forward to the great variety
of speakers we will hear,” Smyser said. “I
love hearing new perspectives from people
with different experiences than me and I

know this will be a great opportunity to
do just that.”
With only 220 tickets available, students
had the opportunity to apply for a ticket
through Nov. 7, with the final selection
announced on Nov. 9. The event will be
held from 6:30-10 p.m. in the Reynolds
Recital Hall on Tuesday, Nov. 14. The talks
will be posted online at thelink.harding.edu
after the event.
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Russia and President Trump: untangling the web
TIMELINE OF THE RUSSIA
COLLUSION ALLEGATIONS

JUNE 2015: President Trump announces candidacy for
president of U.S.
MARCH 2016: Paul Manafort, Rick Gates, and George
Papadopoulos join the Trump campaign. Papadopoulos is
praised by Trump as a “great guy.”
AUGUST 2016: Manafort resigns from Trump’s
campaigns after allegations of failure to register as a
foreign agent on behalf of Ukraine.
NOVEMBER 2016: Trump elected president.
JANUARY 2017: U.S. confirms Russia attempted
to influence the 2016 U.S. election cycle. Trump is
inaugurated. Papadopoulos is interviewed by the FBI
about his contact with Russia.
JUNE 2017: Manafort files paperwork tying him to
Ukraine. The Washington Post reported Mueller was
investigating Trump for obstruction of justice.
JULY 2017: FBI raids Manafort’s home in Virginia.
Papadopoulos is arrested by the FBI.
OCTOBER 2017: Papadopoulos pleads guilty to lying to
the FBI regarding the Russia investigation. Mueller indicts
Manafort and Gates. Trump tweets that Papadopoulos
was insignificant to the campaign and a proven liar.
*Data compiled from The Chicago Tribune, CBS News and The
Rolling Stone.
Graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY

ANNA LITTLE
news editor

Near the end of October, a 12 charge federal indictment was made against Paul Manafort and Rick
Gates, former high-ranking members of the Trump
campaign, prolonging a long-standing investigation of
ties between the Trump administration and the Russian
government. The arrest of George Papadopoulos, a
former Trump foreign policy advisor, for lying to the
FBI about contact with Russia, only strengthened the
chaos undermining Trump’s character.
Dr. Katherine Dillion, professor of English,
emphasized the importance of investigating every
allegation, including allegations made against the
Clinton campaign.
“I lived through Watergate,” Dillion said. “I was
young at that time and didn’t understand the allegations. I was old enough to see little things to become
bigger things. There’s so much evidence that’s creating
smoke, that we have to keep looking for the fire.
Whoever’s guilty of what, we just need to find out.”
Dr. Steven Breezeel, chair of the department of
history and political science, said that appropriate
definitions and tangible crimes still need to be presented.
“The challenge with all of it is the underlying
crime,” Breezeel said. “Before impeachment or criminal charges can be made, there has to be a crime.
The more appropriate terms are either conspiracy or
improper coordination between the Trump campaign
and Russia.”
The indictment made against Manafort and
Gates includes charges of conspiracy against the
U.S., conspiracy to launder money, failure to register
as an agent of a foreign principal, making false and
misleading Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA)
statements, false statements, and seven counts of
failure to file reports of foreign bank and financial
accounts. Though the charges sound ominous, they
still hold no official links to the Trump administration.
“If they are convicted, they would be convicted of
a financial crime, not involving Russia, but Ukraine,”
Breezeel said. “As I understand it, the actions they’re

focusing on are all before the campaign. So far there’s
nothing that is directly connecting members of the
Trump administration to the actions that are going
on here.”
Breezeel said that the only room for illegality on
Trump’s part is in the area of election law, saying
there is not enough evidence at the time to support
the possibility of impeachment.
“In terms of impeachment or resignation, I
don’t see anything there,” Breezeel said. “However,
the indictments could be used as leverage to gain
cooperation in other matters.”
President of the Harding College Republicans
junior Nathan Wagner spoke on the issue, referencing
former FBI director James Comey.
“There was no evidence to begin with,” Wagner
said. “Comey even admitted that Trump had no ties
whatsoever. There’s no evidence of connection. If there
were actually people coming forward about it, then it
would be credible. That’s why these stories are being
made up, to bash an administration.”
Wagner alluded to partisan politics, namely the
position that the allegations are being made by Democrats as retribution for losing the election. Portrayal
of the investigation has polarized the issue.
Dillion underscored the importance of considering
a variety of sources, and said that it is not only our
job as citizens, but our job as Christians to pursue
the truth.
“I think that Christians and young people should
educate themselves as much as they can, listen to a
variety of opinion, and make it your job to educate
yourself,” Dillion said. “We are not served by hiding
the truth. We should find the facts and get the truth,
even if it doesn’t benefit our chosen parties.”
Breezeel echoed her statement.
Wagner also emphasized the necessity of national
unity beyond partisanship.
“Don’t judge anyone,” Wagner said. “ Even if you
agree or disagree with Trump, we shouldn’t be hostile
towards each other. As Americans, it seems like we’ve
lost the ability to have a civil conversation. We need
to come together.”

Campus prepares for annual lighting ceremony
JAISA HOGUE
opinions editor

Twelve years ago, then president Dr.
David Burks and Vice President of Alumni
and Parental Relations Liz Howell met with
Director of Physical Resources Danny DeRamus to begin a new tradition of decorating
the campus for the holidays. This tradition
that, according to DeRamus, started with 60
thousand lights has now grown to include
800 wreaths and 1 million lights.
“Over the years, the lights have become
a destination,” said Dana McMillion, maintenance director for physical resources. “It’s
now so big that kids tell their parents about
(the lighting ceremony), and they come here
just to watch. We bring in a lot of people
besides the students.”
While DeRamus was heavily involved

with the process for the first few years, he
said he has since passed the project on to
McMillion who has run it every year since.
“It’s special for us because of the happiness and joy that it brings, not only to
our students but to our community and to
guests,” Howell said.
Howell also serves as chairman of the
Holiday of Lights committee for Searcy, an
organization that partners with the community of Searcy to create a festive experience
for people who visit the city.
“Searcy and Harding are a partnership,”
Howell said. “We share the same vision of
making our community a better place and,
by working together and sharing resources,
the ability to make things happen.”
According to Howell, the department of
tourism for Arkansas produces a guide of
places for people to visit during the Christmas

season, and Searcy is included in the list.
McMillion said it takes a group of about
eight to 10 people to put up the Christmas
lights, with one team in the trees and one
on the ground. The team focusing on the
trees uses two 60-foot man lifts to reach
the branches, and the other team wraps
everything they can reach without the lift.
“We’ve added the secret garden in last
year so that was quite a bit more,” DeRamus
said. “We’ll be trying to incorporate even
more so it will get bigger and bigger ... we
have dreams, it’s just trying to make them
happen in the time frame we have with the
amount of workers.”
DeRamus said the lighting ceremony
brings a sense of the holiday spirit to campus,
but there is a different kind of anticipation
felt by the six people stationed around the
campus who flip the switches to turn the

lights on.
“We’re nervous, hoping nothing goes
wrong and hoping that everything lights
when it’s supposed to,” DeRamus said.
“Everybody is just listening to their radio,
hoping they can hear it.”
Howell said they will begin the process of
taking down the lights after Jan. 8, but will
leave the lights closest to the Cone Chapel
up for scheduled wedding ceremonies.
“It’s a recruiting tool, too,” DeRamus
said. “One year they had football team
interviews and they wanted to show them
the lights … We really try to get as much
use out of it as we can.”
Volunteers who would like to help work
on the wreaths will be invited to help on
Nov. 10 starting at 9 a.m. at the back of the
Ulrey Performing Arts Center. The lighting
ceremony will be held Monday, Nov. 27.

PRO hosts second annual Quidditch tournament
MALEAH BROWN
student writer

The Public Relations Organization
(PRO), is hosting its second Quidditch
tournament fundraiser tomorrow on the
Front Lawn from noon to 5 p.m.
PRO is an academic organization within
the Department of Communication that
allows students to participate in projects
and trips in order to gain experience and
knowledge about their future fields.
Junior Kendall Carwile, president of
PRO, helped with last spring’s event and
expects this semester’s to be even better.
“It was pretty hot when we did it last
year,” Carwile said. “So this year I’m
hoping that it’s cooler and makes it more
like the Quidditch from the movies where
everybody is all bundled up and drinking
hot drinks.”
Senior Alyse Yates, PRO public relations director, is managing the concessions
this year.
“We’re able to communicate with
teachers, organize and plan this event,
and get organizations and clubs to come

together,” Yates said. “It’s a lot better than
doing some internal fundraiser, doing
something that is campus-wide.”
Junior Parker Samuel, PRO public
relations director, puts the teams into the
tournament bracket and prepares them
for playing the game. He said the timing
of the tournament after club week will
influence the development of club teams.
“I think that it would be awesome if
new members of social clubs could sign up,”
Samuel said. “Last year, there were several
club teams. Generally, they did really well
because they already knew each other, so
they can work together as a team.”
While those who want to play must
sign up, anyone is welcome to watch, buy
concessions and cheer for their peers. The
cost is $5 per person, and students can form
their own teams or sign up as individuals,
and be assigned a team.
“You do not have to be sporty to play
Quidditch,” Carwile said. “Quidditch is
a time to have fun with some of your best
friends. It’s not a time to be serious and
get all crazy and competitive. You can be
competitive, and you can want to win. But

Courtesy of KAZU FUJISAWA

Sophomore Adrian Blanco competes in the annual Quidditch competition
on February 11, 2017. The Public Relations Organization’s annual Quidditch
competition returns for a second time on Nov. 11. The event is BYOB (bring
your own broom).

it’s mostly about having fun and getting
to experience a little bit of magic in your
everyday life.”
The money raised on Saturday will benefit

PRO by funding their annual spring trip
to meet professionals in communications.
The organization is considering visiting
Dallas this upcoming spring.

Local | Arkansas Supports President Trump

The 2017 Arkansas Poll, released Nov. 7, revealed that Trump’s approval
rating in Arkansas is higher than any other U.S. president’s rating in the last
12 years. The poll was compiled by Dr. Janine A. Parry of the University of
Arkansas-Fayetteville.

National | Democrats Win 2017 Election

Virginia and New Jersey’s 2017 primary results favored Democrats, with
both governorships going to the left. Many firsts occured for minorities,
including the election of the first openly transgender legislator.

International | The Paradise Papers

On Nov. 5, the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists released
The Paradise Papers, a document detailing financial information of the
world’s elite. The leaked information incriminates many of the world leaders
for tax evasion.
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jaisa hogue

The cost of electricity
emily hook

guest
writer

W

ith great power comes even greater
electricity costs.
Walking around campus and seeing
that our holiday lights are beginning to be
strung all around has made me even more
excited to know that the holiday season
is approaching, and having experienced
the beauty of the holiday lights and the
atmosphere they bring to this campus, I am
truly counting down the days for Harding’s
annual lighting ceremony on the Front
Lawn on Monday, Nov. 27.
Although I am joyfully anticipating
seeing this campus illuminated in beautiful
white lights again, I dread the thought of
just how much power will supply them.
While holiday lights have been a long,
time-honored tradition during the winter
season, what many people fail to realize is
just how much these lights may be costing
us and our environment.
According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
electricity generation is one of the leading
sources of greenhouse gas emissions in the
U.S.. Although electricity is a clean and
relatively safe form of energy, the generation
and transmission of electricity does have

environmental impacts.
To be mindful of our environment,
the thousands of lights Harding uses to
illuminate the campus are all LED lights.
Compared to traditional lighting, LED
lights are up to 80 percent more efficient
and better for our environment. However,
even LED lights at this large quantity still
have a negative effect, and we should be
mindful of that.
I know it’s difficult to be aware of the
cost of electricity, especially because it’s
almost always at our disposal. We turn our
lights on with a flick of a switch without
thinking twice about our actions. When
our phone battery is dying, it becomes
an instant panic to try to locate an outlet.
Most of us aren’t even aware of the cost
of electricity because many of us are living
on campus and not receiving a monthly
electric bill.
In a typical college or university dorm
building, lighting represents about 30 percent and space heating about 28 percent of
total energy use, making those systems the
largest electricity users. However, these can
also be our best targets for energy savings.
Computers and other electronic equipment
have become a near necessity in campus
buildings and dorms as well, contributing
dramatically to our increases in energy
consumption and costs.
Here’s where we come in: As we begin
turning more lights on around campus,
we can make a conscious effort to reduce
electricity use in other areas.
Simply turning the lights out when you
leave your room might seem too easy to

make a significant difference, but getting
into the habit now can save you hundreds
of dollars each month when the electric
bill is addressed to you.
Most of our electronic equipment can
be set to go into a low-power sleep mode
after a period of inactivity. I also make it
a point to unplug anything I don’t have a
constant use for.
This is where a power strip comes into
play. When you leave your room for class,
flick the switch off and all your chargers
are no longer drawing energy when they
aren’t in use.
Also try turning your air to low or
off when you leave the room. When the
weather is nice, crack open your window
and embrace the breeze.
Even if you practice conserving energy
in a small way, you are doing good for our
campus and our environment. Being conscious
of these behaviors now can really help you
to lead a life of energy conserving habits.
As I encourage you to remember to take
action and conserve energy, I also encourage
you to be a light. Conserve energy from
that of a physical lamp, but strive to emit
your light as if you were a lamp and God
is your source of electricity.

EMILY HOOK is a guest writer for
The Bison. She may be contacted at
ehook1@harding.edu.

The Story Behind the Lights
Electricity costs
increase by $3,500
when lights turn on

From 60,000 lights in 2005
to 1,000,000 lights in 2017
Approximately 10
people put up the lights

About 75 Gallons of hot chocolate was
served at last year’s lighting ceremony

Data provided by Liz Howell, Dana McMillion and Danny DeRamus

Graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY

The road waits for us
emily shumaker

guest
writer

I

t was an utterly transformative day for
more than 50,000 runners competing in
the New York City Marathon on Sunday,
Nov. 5, 2017. In the span of 26.2 miles,
goals were met, wishes were fulfilled and
dreams became reality. The first place
finisher in the women’s race, Shalane Flanagan, became the first American woman
to win since 1977. Geoffrey Kamworor
won the men’s race. They defied odds and
strained towards the finish line until they
made it. Runners from all backgrounds
participated. The race was the culmination
of their greatest determination and grit.
It was the pinnacle of each competitor’s
physical training and inner moxie. Through
completing the marathon, each person
overcame some hardship and had an idea
of why they wanted to persevere.
Isn’t running a universal sport? It does
not require any fancy equipment, yet marathon runners inspire me greatly because of
their persistence, action and determination
to complete such a distance. Running a

marathon takes guts and hours of training
each day. It takes complete discipline in
the way one eats, exercises and spends
time. A marathon runner’s perseverance
toward reaching the finish line should
inspire us in our own life.
I am not a marathon runner, but I find
running to be comparable to trials in my
own life. Running can be symbolic of our
own journeys to better ourselves. Though
you may not start out doing it well or be
able to go far, you can do something in
some capacity to make a change. The act
of putting one foot in front of the other
is the perfect starting point.
The powerful moments that come
from the successful culmination of hard
work at a marathon finish line exists in
our own lives.
I usually don’t believe in my ability to
finish a run until it is over and I’ve actually
crossed the finish line. If you look back
on your own life experiences, you might
think of a similar experience at the end
of a hardship.
Running track in high school was a
character-building challenge for me. Often
the biggest hurdle was forcing myself to
go to practice day after day. Some days I
was not convinced that I would be able
to push myself to make it through or be
fast enough. I learned perseverance and
consistency.
In the sense of facing challenges, we

are all runners in some sort. We all have
our own roads and personal finish lines.
There is something in each of our lives
that calls us to reach it and be more. We
see Flanagan becoming the first American
woman to be a first place finisher in a
marathon, and we are inspired to be better.
Like the power behind the moment
of crossing the finish line in a marathon,
there is power in the decision to hit the
road and do what you never thought you’d
be capable of. This is not about running.
Set a goal in any area of your life. You’ll
be starting early on your resolutions, and
it’s not even Jan. 1 yet.
Flanagan had recovered from injuries
and been working towards her goal for
seven years before she finally reached it
last Sunday.
You and I both know that taking the
first step towards a goal will transform us.
Wherever it stands, crossing a finish line in
your life will advance and strengthen you.
I crossed a personal finish line in persevering through running track in high
school. Flanagan crossed her finish line
in an actual marathon.
Dare to cross a finish line in your
own life.
EMILY SHUMAKER is a guest writer
for The Bison. He may be contacted at
eshumaker@harding.edu.

staff

braver than
you believe

W

Just ask

hen I was in sixth grade, I came home
from school one day with an “F” on my
report card for the first nine weeks. It was in
reading, which was my favorite class because
all we had to do was read a book and then
write about it. But I got in so much trouble
for that “F.”
Essentially, I wasn’t paying attention
when the teacher told us what book we were
supposed to read for homework, and I was
too embarrassed and too shy to ask. After
getting lectured by my parents about it, I
had to go to school the next day and explain
to my teacher why I was the only one in the
class to read the third Lemony Snicket book
instead of “Tuck Everlasting.”
Right now, I’m just struggling to get my
work done, as I imagine over half of the
student body is at this point in the semester,
and the assignments keep piling up. Every
time I mark one thing off my to-do list, I
add two more.
I know there are plenty of people around
me who would be willing and even glad to
help me out, but I just don’t have the guts
to ask. I know Savanna, the editor-in-chief,
would totally understand if I needed help
finding someone to interview for that article
I’m supposed to be working on, but I know
I won’t ask for it.
I have this huge fear of letting people down
whether it’s my parents, my professors or my
teammates on The Bison, but I absolutely hate
asking for help. I will put it off until the last
possible second — until I know for certain
that I can’t do it on my own.
As I’m writing this, I’m thinking about
how I only have a few days to finish a project
for Bible class that I haven’t even started
putting together. I’m two days behind on
a paper, and I have three tests next week
that I haven’t even started studying for. I’m
running on an average of four hours of sleep
a night and approximately one and a half
meals a day. I say “a half ” because I drank
about four cups of coffee for breakfast this
morning, and that’s the only thing keeping
me awake right now.
I remember looking down at my shaking
hands as I walked up to my sixth grade reading
teacher’s desk after class. I was so afraid of
asking for extra credit or some way to fix my
grade, but she surprised me by how kind and
understanding she was. I was so extremely
relieved when she gave me a second chance
on the assignment. Not only did I get to read
“Tuck Everlasting” — an amazing book that
I definitely recommend — but I also raised
my grade to a “B,” and all I had to do was
ask for help.
At this point in the semester, I feel like we
are all just trying to make it to Thanksgiving
break so we can catch our breath. Then it’s
just three more weeks until we’re done with
these classes. In order to make it through,
I know I’m going to have get over this fear
and ask my teachers or classmates for help.
The worst they can do is say no and, let’s
be honest, they probably won’t. People are
usually willing to help; all you have to do is ask.
JAISA HOGUE is the opinions editor
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at jhogue@harding.edu.
Twitter: JaisaDanielle

Editor’s Note: There was an error in “Letter
to the Editor: Regarding Las Vegas” by Sam
Jeffrey, published in the Nov. 3 issue. In the
sixth paragraph, the seventh sentence said,
“The Australia plan ... and does not fly in
the face of the Second Amendment which
the Supreme Court has recently confirmed
protects the individual’s right to own firearms.”
It should have read “and flies in the face of
the Second Amendment...”
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savanna distefano

keep it savvy

I

Do it together

used to think I would change the world.
I was a blissful, naive high school kid.
I thought saving the world was simple:
be kind and be like Jesus. I even gave
one of my Lads to Leaders/Leaderettes
speeches about it.
The summer after I graduated high
school in 2014, I volunteered with a
nonprofit in Costa Rica. That’s where I
met Sara.
Sara was a 12-year-old girl living in a
children’s home. She was quiet and sweet,
and she had a desire to learn. We would
sit on the bleachers at the basketball court
and exchange vocabulary words, where
she would repeat my English words and
I would repeat her Spanish words.
I never learned her full story, but we
were told that most of the children were
abused or neglected. She was a recent
addition to the home and most likely
fell into that category. This was my first
experience in such an environment, and
my heart broke knowing that so many
children just like Sara had never known
a loving home.
When we left the children’s home for
the last time, Sara and I hugged goodbye.
She buried her face in my shoulder, and
I felt her tears soak through my T-shirt.
I realized that changing the world was
going to be a little more complicated and
draining than I had previously assumed.
Broken countries, broken families and
broken hearts were fragile pieces of the
puzzle I thought I was able to solve.
On Tuesday, Nov. 7, I sat in a conference room with ASI speaker Eva Kor,
a Holocaust survivor and forgiveness
advocate. During a mini media session,
which was broadcasted live on Facebook
and Instagram by Student Publications,
Eva talked less about the Nazis and more
about the need for certain actions to be
taken by people today.
Eva mentioned the genocide in Sudan,
conflict in Somalia, and the tension in
North Korea. She argued that the world
is not doing enough to stop the loss of
life or inhumane treatment of people. She
thought we could do better.
I think we can, too.
I admire Eva’s wisdom. She said that if
everyone could think of one way to change
the world, people would never be bored
again. If each person used their talents
or skills or gift — whatever you want to
call it — cruelty and death might not
be as relevant today as it was during the
Holocaust. No one can accomplish such
a task alone, but we can do it together.
Sometimes I think about Sara. She would
be 15 now. I wonder if she has learned
any more English or made friends at the
home. I wonder if she is still living there
or if she was ever adopted into a family.
Sara, a girl once abused, abandoned or
neglected, has the ability to help change
the world. I do not know how much her
life has changed, what her hobbies might
be or her best subject in school — or if
she even goes to school — but I know
that she, merely by being a person, has the
ability to make a difference in the lives
of others because she made a difference
in mine.
During her lecture in the Benson
Auditorium on Tuesday night, Eva said,
“Never ever give up on yourself or your
dreams.”
After getting a glimpse of life in a
children’s home in the small country of
Costa Rica, I realized several underlying
factors were involved in the hurting state
of people around the globe.
I used to think I could change the world.
Now I know that I cannot do it alone.

SAVANNA DISTEFANO is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. She may be contacted at
sdistefano@harding.edu.
Twitter: vanna_distefano

riley jones

Under a crescent

guest
writer

I

f you read nothing else, read this: Thou
shalt love the Muslims as thyself. To
treat those who are different from you as
anything other than your neighbor is to
dehumanize them, and with dehumanization comes the loss of the image of their
creator. God doesn’t only love those who
know about him, who love him, and who
praise him — he even loves those who curse
him. How could we not exhibit this same
kind of love? Don’t we bear his image, and,
more importantly, his name?
This past summer, I was an intern in
Antalya, Turkey for seven weeks with my
partner, Allie Anderson. In Turkey, we
could never say the word “missionary” as it
would put the people that we worked with
in danger and at risk of being kicked out

of the country. Instead we would say “M”
or “worker” or even “like-minded people.”
We saw what it’s like to do work and to be
an M in a Muslim-majority country (99
percent to be exact). There, we learned more
than we could ever learn in a classroom.
We learned how to see the world through
God’s eyes and view everyone we meet as
someone who is loved and could be loved
more. We came to see that our God is alive
and that his metanarrative of metanarratives
didn’t just die and rot on a tree almost 2,000
years ago. We came to see God because we
went to see others.
We also learned that God is reaching
out to Muslims and those who have yet to
realize his power. There are only two kinds
of people in the world: those who have yet
to see God on his throne, and those who
not only see him upon his throne, but also
see him in every interaction, in every pair
of eyes, and hear his voice in every hum
of the breeze. We came to see that God is
working among people, and having seen
a glimpse of it, here’s how I can describe
the experience: God is alive, he’s planning
right this moment, he’s working with people
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and without people, and he is going to win.
He’s actively working through miracles,
dreams, visions and revelations among
the lost and especially in places that do
not allow workers to share the true joy of
the Bible. God is working in places that
people can’t. God is working in people that
humans can’t reach. God is alive and he is
doing miracles.
Hearing first and secondhand accounts
of people who have literally seen him in a
dream or vision, I am so covetous of this
experience. Their faith starts and ends with
seeing our redeemer face-to-face. What they
have is what we Christians desire to have
more than anything else: An encounter with
the risen and living God. How could we
not desire the same thing? How could we
not pray this upon others? Go pray for your
neighbor as you would pray for yourself. God
is working, and he loves everyone made in
his image, including Muslims. Know him
and know peace.
RILEY JONES is a guest writer for The
Bison. He may be contacted at rjones16@
harding.edu.
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Bragging rights and wrongs

once got a letter from Fred Flintstone.
It must have been about 1980, after I
had long been a loyal consumer of Fruity
Pebbles cereal, which the commercials
assured me was part of a “balanced breakfast.” In hindsight, I’m guessing what they
meant by “balanced breakfast” was that the
amount of processed sugar in the red Fruity
Pebbles was perfectly balanced with the
amount of processed sugar in the yellow
Fruity Pebbles.
At any rate, Post Cereals ran a contest
that year. A puzzle was printed on the
back of each box, and any kid who solved
it and mailed in the answer was instantly
registered for a sweepstakes drawing. Much
like Ralphie and his Little Orphan Annie
Decoder Ring in “A Christmas Story,” I was
a sucker for any product-related contest.
Marketers had known this for decades,
and kids begged their parents to buy twice
the boxes of Cocoa Pebbles so we’d have
double the chances to win, not to mention
double the hyperactivity.
I must have sent in my solution to the
puzzle twice, which explains why to this
day I still have two letters on colorful Fruity
Pebbles stationery, addressed to me personally
by a dot-matrix printer, and inscribed at the
bottom with an official, authentic printed
signature of Fred Flintstone himself. The
letter had three very important-sounding
paragraphs, which read in full:
“Dear Michael: It was so nice of you to
help me solve the Pebbles cereal mystery!
Now that you’ve tasted it, I’m sure you
know why everybody’s chomping all the
Pebbles cereal — it’s yabba-dabba-delicious!
“To thank you for your assistance, I’m

michael
claxton

sending you these fruity and cocoa-scented
stickers. I hope you enjoy them as much
as I do.
“Pretty soon we’ll be drawing the names
of the 10 lucky sweepstakes winners. I
hope you’re one of them! Best wishes,
Fred Flintstone.”
It is difficult to convey the heights to
which an 8-year-old boy’s street cred can
skyrocket when he marches around the
neighborhood with an autograph from
cartoon royalty. And believe me, I made full
use of it. When it came to self-promotion,
I was shameless. I still am.
In my defense, kid-dom back then was a
highly competitive world. Someone always
had more Star Wars toys. Someone always
had a newer bike. Someone always made
more hoops when we played basketball
in the back yard. But no one — I mean,
no one — else on Amalfi Drive was on a
first-name basis with the Flintstones.
Later that year, I inherited $3,000
from the estate of a relative. It was more
money than I had ever thought about
in my lifetime. Frankly, it’s more money
than I have now. The day I got the news, I
happened to be hanging around with one
of my friends. Let’s call him David, since
that was, in fact, his name.
David had just cleaned up on birthday

money and was perched on his brand-new
Schwinn Phantom bike, fanning himself
with a cool stack of $20 bills. He proudly
showed them to me. In the nuanced game
of juvenile one-upsmanship, I’m sure he
must have felt confident that my wallet
was empty.
I blush now to admit this. Had I been a
classier 8-year-old boy, I would have kept
my mouth shut and let David bask in the
glory of his steady cash flow. But since
the phrase “classy 8-year-old boy” is an
oxymoron, I waited until David’s beaming
smile had reached its apex before I let the
air out of his bankroll.
To my shame, I remember what I said
exactly. “Forget it, David,” I gloated, pausing for effect. “You’ll never have as much
money as I do.” David’s face fell. Literally.
He had to bend over from his bicycle and
pick up his face.
Yes, I confess that the moment itself
was yabba-dabba delicious. And if I had
been one of the 10 lucky winners of that
sweepstakes on top of that, I could have
really rubbed it in. But I’ve gotten a little
perspective some 35 years later, and now
I wish I hadn’t said a word.
So, if you’re out there somewhere,
David, I’m sorry. You were rich that day.
Not nearly as well-connected with StoneAge cereal mascots, but rich nonetheless.
I should have let you enjoy the moment.
At the very least, I should have given you
a Fruity Pebbles sticker.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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emily faulkner

The
Grand
Slam

‘Tis the
season

Halloween is over, and the holiday season is
already in full swing. Not only is it the most wonderful time of the year (in my opinion) because
of Thanksgiving and Christmas, but also because
of the sports.
The fall seasons are wrapping up and basketball season is kicking off- that is something to be
excited about. Do not get me wrong, football is
one of my favorite sports, but basketball is what
I am most looking forward to.
The energy of the Bisons and Lady Bisons is
hard to describe unless you see it in person. The
Rhodes-Reaves Field House has an energy all of
its own.
The student body crammed together, filling the
bleachers like sardines, cheering at the top of their
lungs — that is one of my favorite things about my
time here. I not only love the players on the court
but the energy of the crowd. The atmosphere is on
another level come basketball season.
Coming together for an entire season and
cheering for both men’s and women’s teams is
unique to basketball because of their longer seasons. Basketball will always have the overlap of
starting training and competition with fall sports
and then playing well into the spring season. Don’t
forget about playing on all the regular breaks like
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
I think that is a big reason why I like basketball
so much. They truly do spend an incredible amount
of time out there compared to other teams.
Last season being their best season in history, the
Lady Bisons went 31-4, 35 games over the course
of five months. The men also played 27 games.
A “typical” season, if you make it to conference,
consists of around 27 games.
So in order to kick off the season, here are
my top five basketball moments from my time
at Harding:

READY TO
COMPETE

5. Feb. 25, 2016-Harding Lady Bisons beat
East Central University (ECU) 70-63 at home:
Harding was down at half time 37-27 on senior
day. It came down to the fourth quarter where the
Lady Bisons outscored ECU 25-16. Even though
Kaylee Wiedower was the only senior, many other
players stepped up to make the win possible. Sydney
Layrock scored 27 points.
4. Jan. 31, 2014-Harding Bisons beat Southern
Arkansas University 75-71 at home:
This game was one of my favorite comebacks by
the men’s basketball team. The crowd was packed
in the bleachers. We rallied from 12 points down
in the second half. Going 6 for 6 on free throws
is what gave the Bisons the edge in this game.
3. Feb. 15, 2016-Harding Bisons beat Arkansas
Tech University 79-76 at home:
Harding was leading the first half of this game
but then got in to foul trouble. The Wonder Boys
took advantage of this and were up by 2 at half
time. The first possession of the second half, Blake
McNair scored a 3 and set off the Bisons. Reggie
Anthony and McNair really sealed the deal down
the stretch, scoring at key times. Beating Tech in a
close game is always a fun win, especially at home.
2. Feb. 15, 2016-Harding Lady Bisons upset
No. 15 Arkansas Tech 82-79 in 2 OT at home:
This win was so exciting because it was close the
entire game. Each one of the Lady Bisons showed
up and contributed, both starters and bench alike.
It was Harding’s first win over a ranked opponent
since the Lady Bisons defeated the Golden Suns
74-61 in January of the previous year. It was the
eighth time in program history Harding had beaten
a Top-15 team.
1. March 13, 2017-Harding beats No. 6 Emporia State University 58-56 at home:
The most exciting game I’ve been to in the
Rhodes-Reaves Field House was last year in
the regional conference finals. Harding trailed
the entire game and was down by as many as 18
points in the third quarter. We had three women
scoring in double figures. In addition to all this,
the win meant Harding had won 30 games for
the first time in program history, 16 straight and
24 of its last 25 games. The Lady Bisons finished
15-0 at home and tied a school record with their
17th straight home victory.
EMILY FAULKNER is the head sports editor for
The Bison. She may be contacted at efaulkner@
harding.edu.
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Seniors prepare for season opener
EMILY FAULKNER
sports editor
Winter is coming, which means
basketball season is around the corner.
With three seniors and five returning
starters, the Lady Bisons are looking
stronger than ever before. However, head
coach Tim Kirby said they don’t pay too
much attention to the rankings.
“As far as the rankings go, we haven’t
said a word about it,” Kirby said. “The
girls have done a really good job about
keeping their heads straight. We just
don’t want it to occupy 100 percent of
their thoughts, because then you don’t
prepare right.”
Harding is ranked No. 3 in Women’s
Basketball Coaches Association Preseason
Poll, which ranks teams nationwide. Last
season, the Lady Bisons finished No.
4 after reaching the Final Four of the
NCAA Division II playoffs.
“We want to have high expectations,
but we could also start out 0-5 if we’re
not ready to play,” Kirby said. “Then the
rankings don’t mean anything.”
This is the second time in program
history Harding has held a preseason

ranking. The last time was 2014-2015
when they were ranked No. 15 and
finished 23-7 to win conference.
As far as looking back or feeling the
pressure from past seasons, the women are
not doing that. Senior forward Mackenzie
McNamara said this year is a new year.
“We’ve created a reputation for Harding
women’s basketball, and everyone wants
to beat us,” McNamara said. “We have to
make sure we are always ready to compete.
There is no pressure. It’s a new year, new
season and team. Being ranked definitely
motivates us. It is such an honor to be
ranked so highly, but it means nothing
if we aren’t focused and ready to play.”
As far as preparing for the season, the
Lady Bisons are doing what they know
best. Putting in work at early morning
track workouts and lifting has really
benefitted them, Kirby said.
“We’ve been doing the same thing for
13 years now,” Kirby said. “Some teams
change what they do to fit the personality
of their team but we have recruited to
what we do. We try to play the same way
no matter what.”
One thing that has been different from
the previous 13 seasons has been their level

of preseason success, according to Kirby.
“We feel like our preseason has been
the best it has ever been,” Kirby said.
“That’s pretty promising with how we
want to play. Our freshmen have come
in, mixed in really well, and been able to
perform at a high level.”
Last year, the team had only two seniors.
Even though they played a prominent
role, the Lady Bisons are still a young
and growing team. Senior guard Falan
Miller talked about how this will help
their team this season.
“This year we have a lot of new players
that are going to contribute,” Miller said.
“We also have a handful of returning
players that know what it takes to achieve
the things we want to achieve. We have
had several girls that have been in our
program for a long time and everyone,
including the new girls, have bought
into what we are trying to accomplish
this season.”
The Lady Bisons kick off their season
against two regional teams. They play
Northern State University, in Kansas
City, Missouri, today at 4:30 p.m. and
Concordia University St. Paul, in Kansas
City, Missouri, on Saturday, at 4:30 p.m.
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Final cheer, bring it on
Senior spotlight: Belle Blickenstaff

continuing family traditions
DUSTIN SCHANDEVEL
asst. sports editor

EMILY GRIFFIN | The Bison

There is a certain day that comes for every
athlete when they have to stop playing the game
they love. Although they stop competing, access
to the game is still available to them through
different avenues such as pick-up games with
peers or playing alone for fun. Athletes can still
find competitiveness and drive without having to
be on an official team. However, this is not the
case for a small number of sports.
Senior Belle Blickenstaff is a cheerleader, and
her last moments of cheering for the Bisons are
coming to an end. Once she cheers her last game,
her life will never be the same.
Belle Blickenstaff has been cheering since the
fifth grade. Her mother, aunt, grandmother and
cousins all cheered and her younger cousins cheer
for their respective schools today. Her aunt, Kellee
Blickenstaff, has been the Harding cheerleading
sponsor for 14 years entering 2017. She cheered
for Harding from 1982-86.
The desire to be a college cheerleader came
for Belle Blickenstaff during her freshman year
of high school at Lipscomb Academy in Nashville, Tennessee. She said her older cousin Karli
(Blickenstaff ) Bradley made her college choice
an easy one.
“I knew I wanted to go to Harding my whole
life since my family all went here,” Belle Blickenstaff said. “My older cousin was a cheerleader
here while I was in high school, and watching
here cheer made me want to do it because she
was able to cheer and still be involved in club
activities. Cheering at Harding is different than
most schools because you still get to be a student
and be involved; it doesn’t consume your life.”
Belle Blickenstaff said she enjoys being a
cheerleader because it allows her to positively
influence others while experiencing things other
sports would not offer.
“I love the fact that you get to encourage others,”
Belle Blickenstaff said. “I feel like we do make a
difference in the crowd involvement and in the
atmosphere of the game. I’ve played other sports,
but cheerleading is completely different because
there’s not as much pressure in your performance
so it’s more relaxed.”
The love for encouraging others has been evident this year through Belle Blickenstaff ’s role
as team captain. Senior co-captain Kalli Ashford
said Belle Blickenstaff has the perfect qualities
to be captain.
“She’s a great leader, and she’s always good at
including everybody,” Ashford said. “She listens
to others' opinions but also makes good decisions
that are better for the whole team. She’s all around
a really encouraging person to everyone she comes
in contact with.”

Third year coach Michael Canty said that Belle
Blickenstaff ’s ability to change personalities in
practice has led to her success as captain.

“ I love the fact that you get to

encourage others. I feel like we do
make a difference in the crowd
involvement and in the atmoshpere
of the game. I’ve played other sports,
but cheerleading is completely
different becasue there’s not as
much pressure in your performance
so it’s more relaxed.”
-Senior Belle Blickenstaff
cheerleader
“Most of the time, she’s very serious and determined to get whatever stunt, pyramid or whatever
we’re doing in practice done,” Canty said. “When
we’re having fun, she’s right there in the middle.
She knows how to turn off that captain mode and
let loose with the squad. Honestly, I think that’s
what makes her a great captain.”
The team welcomed seven freshmen at the
beginning of the year, but Belle Blickenstaff said
this year’s team has grown close over the past
few months.
“This team has been one of my favorite squads,”
Belle Blickenstaff said. “We had a lot of returners
so we were all comfortable with each other, but
also the freshmen have jumped in and fit in so
well. Practices are fun because girls on the cheer
squad don’t have petty drama. Everyone is friends
with everyone, and they want to help each other.”
With the fall sports quickly wrapping up, Belle
Blickenstaff knows that her time on her favorite
squad is nearing an end.
“It makes me very sad to quit cheerleading
because it’s been a part of my life for a really long
time,” Belle Blickenstaff said. “I’m excited for the
future, but also cheer has been special because I
know I can only do it for a certain period of time
in my life.”
Belle Blickenstaff is an exercise science major
and has plans to attend Arrhythmia Technologies
Institute School in Greenville, South Carolina,
after graduation. Even though she will be moving on, Blickenstaff will never forget the impact
cheerleading has had on her life.
“Cheerleading means relationships, because
I’ve made a ton of them over my years of doing
it,” Belle Blickenstaff said. “Seeing how girls
work together and how they treat each other has
definitely helped me spiritually because God calls
us to have those relationships and to build each
other up. I think cheerleading has definitely done
that for me.”

HARDING
ATHLETES’
VIEWS ON
POP CULTURE

Sydnie Jones

Andrew Dather

Kalli Ashford

Jordan Turney

women's basketball

football

cheerleader

cross country

Adam Horn
men's basketball

If one person drove you
around for the rest of your
life, who would it be?

The taxi
driver from
“Halloweentown.”

Kevin Hart.

Jadyn Hix. She is
a really good DJ.

Jason Bourne.

Michael Krupka.

What is your hidden talent?

I can sleep for
a ridiculous
amount of time.

I can lick the tip
of my nose.

I can rap the
entire song
“Mockingbird” by
Eminem.

Parable of
the talents.

I can halfway
play one song on
the ukulele.

If a movie was made about
your life, what would the
title be?

“Cats, Snacks
and Naps.”

“White Men
Can't Jump”

“Diary of a
Wimpy Kid.”

“This Mobile is
Not My Home.”

“Airbud.”

What is the last thing you
spent over $20 on?

Pet supplies for
my cat.

A new phone.

Ju Go Ju takes
all of my money.

A Christmas tree.

Hunting license.
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Meeting and greeting local American heroes

ASI hosts complimentary breakfast for students and community Veterans
SASHA REGIDA
student writer
RAIANNE MASON
features editor
Serving in the Armed Forces runs in the
family for junior Reserve Officer’s Training
Corps (ROTC) cadet Perry Patton.
Both Patton’s father and grandfather served
in the U.S. military. Patton’s grandfather was
an officer of the then United States Army
Air Corps in World War II, as well as a pilot
in both the Korean and Vietnam wars. In
total he had over 25,000 flights in his career.
He retired in 1971 as a lieutenant colonel.

“Through fellowshipping
with veterans, I believe that
the community can better
understand them, this country
and why those men and
women risked their lives for
our sake.”
-Junior Perry Patton
ROTC cadet
Patton’s father also served as an Army
aviation officer. Following 9/11, Patton’s
father received training on specialized
helicopters but was never deployed. He
has now retired and uses his flight skills to
pilot the Vanderbilt Life-flight.
Patton is contracted to serve as an officer
in the Army for eight years following college
and intends either to follow in the footsteps
of his father and grandfather and enter the
Aviation branch of the Army or pursue a
career in Military Intelligence.
Patton believes Veterans Day is an
opportunity to reflect on the sacrifices his
father and grandfather made to give him
the life he has now.
“My grandfather and my dad both set
aside many of their own personal matters to
selflessly serve the United States of America,

and for that I am grateful,” Patton said.
“As I prepare to serve in our nation’s
Army, I constantly look to my family
lineage for inspiration… Motivated
by those in my family who have gone
before me, I hope to serve, no matter
what my career path may be.”
Patton is one of the 24 students in the ROTC included
among the various student
veterans on campus,
according to assistant
professor of history
and faculty liaison
for ROTC Shawn
Fisher.
“(Our student
veterans) are from
every branch of the
armed forces,”Fisher said.
“Some are in the Reserve
or National Guard, others
serve on active duty. Some
of our student veterans
have served in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and others
have just completed their
preliminary training.”
To demonstrate the
effect of veterans on the
student body, Fisher also
spoke of the number of
family members of veterans
currently enrolled.
“We have a far greater
number of militar y
dependents on campus
than we do veterans,”
Fisher said. “These are
the children or spouses
of a service member,
many of which are
using the educational
benefits granted to
them from a veteran.”

To celebrate these student veterans
and the veterans of the community,
the American Studies Institute (ASI)
hosted a Veterans Breakfast today
in Cone Chapel at 7:30 a.m.. This
is the third annual breakfast, and
according to Excutive Director of
ASI Kim Kirkman, last year
there were approximately
120 veterans and guests
in attendance.
The intent of
the breakfast
was to thank
local veterans
as well as give
students an
opportunity to
meet some of the
men and women
who fought for their
freedom, Kirkman said.
“It is amazing to meet so
many of the veterans that
live in Searcy and White
County,” Kirkman said.” I
enjoy hearing their stories
of their experiences. I get
a personal connection to
our American history
that cannot be read from
a book. It is nice to have
time to honor these men and
women who have served
our country so well.”
Fisher urges students
to ask veterans questions.
He said older veterans are
especially eager to talk

about their stories and have many lessons they
want to pass down to younger generations.
“Listening and spending time with
someone is a great way to show appreciation
and to show love,” Fisher said. “If all you
have time for is to say, ‘Thank you for your
service,’ fair enough. But if your grandfather,
father, brother, uncle or even just a fellow
church-goer is a veteran, ask them about
their service and then listen.”
To freshman ROTC cadet Fraizer Thompson, the annual breakfast is an opportunity
to commune with those who have served.
“Through fellowshipping with veterans,
I believe that the community can better
understand them, this country and why
those men and women risked their lives
for our sake,” Thompson said. “I also believe that through opportunities like this
breakfast, American communities can
gain better understanding of how much
American soldiers need the support of
those back home.”
Patton said the breakfast reminds students of the importance of Veterans Day
and encourages them to reach out to men
and women in the service.
“It is my hope that others will learn to
respect and honor Veterans Day because
it reflects the selflessness that many show
through serving in our nation’s Armed
Forces,” Patton said.
Thompson agreed, urging that students
remember it doesn’t have to be a holiday
to encourage veterans.
“(Veterans Day) reminds us that we have
the responsibility to give back to them not
only one day in a year, but all the days in a
year,” Thompson said.
MACY PATE| The Bison

Junior Perry Patton, a member of the ROTC stands
to honor veterans on Veterans Day. Originally known
as Armistice Day, Veterans Day became a national
holiday in 1983.

Defining ‘Modest and Appropriate Dress’

The second installment of ‘The M-Word’ series about modesty culture
SARAH DIXON
head copy editor
At Harding, the virtue of modest
and appropriate dress is enforced
with the student handbook. However, it hasn’t always been this way.
Although Harding College
was founded in 1924, student
dress was not mentioned in the
handbook until 1966. Since then,
the student dress code has only
expanded with the trends of the
decades.
Former professor Dr. Beth
Wilson, who first came to Harding
to teach in the early 70s, spoke
about the university’s strict dress
code that was in place when she
began teaching.
According to Wilson, there
were some faculty members who
would measure the length of female students’ skirts to promote
modesty.
I n t h e l a t e 9 0 s , H a rd i n g
incorporated a section of the
student handbook titled “Modest
and Appropriate Dress.” This
section included dress codes for
both men and women, but for
nearly a decade, the section’s
accompanying picture was one

of only female students.
The 2017-2018 Student
Handbook’s chapter, “Modest
and Appropriate Dress” features
the Bible verses 1 Peter 3:3-4, a
passage written to female Christian
exiles, specifically married women.

“Modesty for me is
respect for myself and
for other people, and I
think that’s a line that
gets crossed a lot.”
-Madeline Jones
Alumna
According to page 20 of the
handbook, “All members of the
Harding community are expected
to maintain standards of modesty
and decency in dress appropriate
to the Christian lifestyle and
consistent with professional employment expectations.”
Dean of Students Zach Neal
said the dress code is applicable
for all students to maintain the
character of Harding.
“A potential misunderstanding
is that the university is attempting
to define modesty itself when we
are simply providing a consistent,
clear standard of what is expected

for our campus,” Neal said. “We
evaluate the handbook, including
dress code, every year and listen to
all feedback throughout the year.
We realize that our students come
from many different backgrounds.”
According to alumna Madeline
Jones, who graduated in May,
modesty in Christian circles and
at Harding tend to focus heavily
on outward appearance rather than
inner traits. She said that modesty,
though it is supposed to prevent
the objectification of women,
ironically leads to just that, but
within the church.
Jones, who did not grow up in
a religious household, said arriving
at a university with a strict dress
code was shocking.
As a freshman, Jones said she
was the “perfect Harding student,”
too afraid to challenge the pervasive
view of modesty. She said modest
clothing can have a reputation of
being “frumpy, white-washed and
not defining.” Her style and her
sense of modesty now is less about
how much skin she is showing and
more about her own self-worth,
confidence and discretion.
“I think modesty is so cultural,
and I think it is situational,” Jones

said. “I was taught modesty to
think outside of myself and to
never offend who you’re going to
be with. Modesty for me is respect
for myself and for other people,
and I think that’s a line that gets
crossed a lot.”
Jones said she believed it was
common for faculty and staff to ask
female students to change clothes
if they were seen violating dress
code. She found it frustrating to
be asked to change out of clothes
that her parents would not see as
promiscuous.
“I feel like all we do is shame
when it comes to modesty instead
of cultivating uniqueness and personalized ways to view modesty,”
Jones said. “It’s just like putting
me in a box. That seems very counterproductive because we all deal
with shame — especially women.”
Director of Academic Resources Stephanie O’Brian discussed
one memory from her time as a
Harding student in which her
professor halted the lecture and
publicly asked her to leave class
and change clothes. O’Brian said
she was wearing capri-length pants
that were a few inches below the
knee but the professor referred

to them as “shorts,” which are by
dress code standards not allowed
in class at all.
O’Brian described feeling
embarrassed and ashamed leaving
mid-class to change her clothes.
According to Neal, the goal
of the dress code in the Student
Handbook is to make sure the
expectations are clear for both
men and women.
“It is never our intent to embarrass
or call attention to someone in violation of the dress code so we always
attempt to find the best approach
to the conversation whether that
be from faculty, staff or a Student
Life dean in a classroom, residence
hall or office,” Neal said. “Ideally,
adherence to the expectations comes
through personal awareness and
commitment to honor the stated
guidelines.”
According to Jones, however,
this conversation is not always an
easy one.
“When modesty is done the
wrong way,” Jones said, “it just
cultivates shame.”
This is the second installment
of “The M-Word” series. The f inal
installment will appear in the next
edition of The Bison, on stands Dec. 8.

Shorts regulations are relaxed.
Shorts allowed on campus after
4 p.m. and in the cafeteria
during dinner.

2017

The title “Modest
and Appropriate
Dress” is added
along with a photo
of female students.

2013

1995

Dress code doubles in
length. “Hemlines should
come within two inches of
the knee... No shorts.”

2002

Additional regulations
added for women.
“No halter tops. Straps
on sundresses must
be at least 2 inches.”

1988

Dress code is first
introduced in the
student handbook.

1971

1966

The History of Dress Code Regulations
Relaxed regulations
on men’s hair.
“Hair must remain
clean and free of
extreme style.”

Ear piercings and nose
studs allowed for women.
Banquet dresses must be
“modest and becoming.”
Graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY
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Open season: quack‘em and stack‘em
Students prepare for hunting big game in Arkansas
CARSON WHITE
student writer
JACOB ARDREY
lifestyle editor

Courtesy of ENOCH WILLIAMS
Back: junior Jacob Haskins & junior Enoch Williams.
Front: junior Jacob Williams & senior Will Harmon.
The students hunted ducks and geese in a public
wildlife area in Augusta, Arkansas.

Arkansas’ firearm season begins
for Searcy tomorrow, Nov. 11. Local
hunters are now able to hunt bear using
a rifle until Nov. 30 and deer until Dec.
3 within specific areas. In addition to
deer and bear, Arkansans statewide
are able to hunt quail through Feb.
4, crow through Feb. 19, and rabbit
and squirrel through Feb. 28.
In preparation for the start of the
season, hunters from all over Arkansas begin by gathering their supplies
and tactics and scouting out an area
a month or so in advance for a future
hunt, according to junior duck hunter
Enoch Williams.
“We begin to scout about a month
before the season begins,” Williams
said. “We must prepare our decoys,
clothes, shells, clean our guns and
load up our trucks for each hunt.”
According to Williams, he typically

hunts about 20 days a year and wakes
up as early as 2:30 a.m. to beat competition. Williams said he hunts both
in Arkansas and when he is home in
Tennessee. Williams said there are a
lot of sanctioned hunting areas within
30 minutes of Harding’s campus.
Henry Gray Hurricane Lake hosts a
17,000-acre wildlife management area
(WMA) offering deer, quail, rabbit
hunting, fishing and camping. The Bald
Knob National Wildlife Refuge hosts
over 15,000 acres, another area close
to campus that Williams visits often.
According to the Department of
Public Safety officer Kevin Davis,
about 100 Harding students have
firearms in the Public Safety vaults
on campus. Students check in their
guns and can gain access to them by
going to the Public Safety Office.
There is a separate weapons closet that
holds student firearms. Each firearm
is given a barcode that will match a
student’s ID. This is a free service
to all students and it helps promote
safety on campus.

“It is a complete courtesy safety
rule, because you can’t have weapons
on campus other than these measures,”
Davis said. “That is something the
university wanted to make sure we
provided to our students who do hunt,
but they have to go through those
procedures and that is the only way
it is going to happen.”
Senior Ryan Holt prefers bow
hunting and looks forward to the
weekend by participating in daily
target practice and strategic planning.
“Game trails are good signs of
how active wildlife are in a particular
location,” Holt said. “I like to see a lot
of acorns around. It’s always nice to
come across a rub or scrape to verify
that a deer was there at some point
and will likely return to the area. I
found a spot this year riddled with
chestnuts, so I’m hoping that will
work out in my favor.
For more information about licenses
and regulations while hunting on
Arkansas land, Refer to the Arkansas
Game & Fish Commission.

Think Idea Studio to initiate book sharing community
ALLY PARRETT
student writer

Think Idea Studio, a local advertising
agency, to Searcy began the Think ART
Project, an initiative to improve the quality
and tourism of Searcy through the promotion of art in its many forms. Their newest
project invites local clubs, organizations
and businesses to build book share houses
to install around the community.
These book share houses are filled with
books and mounted on posts, and operate
by a take-a-book, leave-a-book policy.
Mat Faulkner, president of Think Idea
Studio, said he got the idea for the book share
houses while visiting other communities.
The purpose of having other organizations
build the houses is to give people in the
community the ability to be involved, according to Faulkner.
“It’s a way to donate without necessarily
donating money,” Faulkner said. “There are
people already just waiting to donate books
to them for whenever they get installed, so
that’s the fun part of it.”
Assistant professor and Director of the
Brackett Library Jean Waldrop said she
first came across this kind of project when
she was in Gulf Shores, Alabama. People
would leave sticky notes on the books they

read, encouraging or warning future readers.
Waldrop said she believes this initiative
will encourage reading for pleasure which
in turn will help people connect and help
college students relieve stress.
“I think reading books helps you learn how
relationships work and how people connect
to each other,” Waldrop said. “I know for
college students one of the hardest things
is you have so much academic reading that
you have to do for all of your classes that it’s
hard to get in some pleasure reading. But
they actually say that students that read for
pleasure actually do better with their grades.”
Freshman Emma Williams is a Searcy
native with plans to become an English
teacher. Although these houses will hold a
variety of books for all ages, Williams said
she is excited about the opportunities they
will hold for children.
“I think kids really do have a passion to
learn and a passion just to, not necessarily to
create, but I guess part of them just wants to
be able to escape to a new world,” Williams
said. “I think it will give kids a sense of
giving but also receiving ... I think that’s a
good thing instilled in people.”
Williams also said she hopes to see a book
share house on Harding’s campus.
“I think that would be so fun,” Williams
said. “I feel like the books would always
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The book share house display hosted by Think Idea Studio is open until
Wednesday, Nov. 15. Creativity and originality are encouraged in this event.
be changing every day. I would probably
participate a lot. And I think it would be a
cool community thing.”
Faulkner said they are not releasing any
specific plans to follow when constructing the
share houses, and the only requirements are
that they are aesthetically pleasing, waterproof
and are mounted to an inch by inch post. In
order for them to be displayed at Beats and

Eats on Nov. 17, they must be turned in to
Think Idea Studio by Wednesday, Nov. 15;
however, any houses donated after that will
still be accepted. Once they are installed in
the community, Faulkner said a map will
be illustrated and located on Searcy.com.
Any Harding clubs or organizations are
encouraged to participate. To get involved,
visit the Think ART Project Facebook page.

Cafs Giving
HU

Nov. 14

10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
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Harding Dining to host 30th annual ‘Cafsgiving’
LEXI HOAGLAND
student writer
Thanksgiving is approaching, as is the route of the
typical college student back to the kid’s table. At Harding, however, “Cafsgiving” mixes faculty and students
to give thanks before the start of break.
Turkey, green bean casserole, mashed potatoes,
mounds of marshmallow sweet potatoes and pumpkin
pie will fill the lines of the Charles White Dining Hall
on Tuesday, Nov. 14 from 10:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. A
30-year tradition, “Cafsgiving” will provide students
and faculty a time to celebrate what they are thankful
for over a Thanksgiving meal.
In preparation for the event, Aramark employees look
at the past years’ attendance to see how much food they
need to order and prepare. Dining Services then uses
the marketing department to advertise “Cafsgiving”
through emails, chapel announcements, f lyers and
Instagram posts.
“The food is considered by many as comfort foods,

and we receive very positive feedback about the menu
options and flavors,” senior food service director Lou
Christopher said.
The dining hall prepares for special meal days in
advance to make sure the food tastes like home. The
dining hall will offer this comfort food to the students
along with new favorites and flavors the students have
not experienced before. With the anticipated feast, an
aura of love and thankfulness spreads amongst staff and
the students.
“It’s a time to love on the students and let them feel
a little bit at home,” dining hall employee and greeter
Norma Hilliard said. “This event reminds a lot of the
students of mama’s home-cooking. This event is the
highlight of my week.”
Hilliard said the event provides a new atmosphere in
the cafeteria. She has noticed an increase in the faculty
who come into the cafeteria that week to gather, sit and
eat with students.
“We work for days to prepare for this,” Hilliard said.
“It is our way to show the students how much we love

and appreciate them.”
Many students look forward to the meal each year as
it marks the nearing of a break and return back home.
“‘Cafsgiving’ is the best meal they offer all year,”
sophomore Josh Walker said. “It is better than nug day.”
Faith, family and food will fill the Charles White
Dining Hall on Nov. 14, so bring an appetite for the
annual Thanksgiving feast.
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